THE SPLEEN         99

overlapping, the left kidney. It contains, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, a relatively large amount of blood which is held
in spaces (sinuses) lined by cells belonging to the reticulo-
endothelial system. The blood is delivered into the substance
of the spleen (splenic pulp) by small arteries. It then percolates
into the sinuses through gaps between the cells forming the



Fig. 3-21. Macrophages containing phagocytosed
carbon grains (left) and a red blood corpusle
(right).
latter's walls (see PL 3 B). The sinuses are drained by veins
through which the blood is conveyed to the portal vein and
thence to the liver. Dotted throughout the spleen like islands,
and surrounded by the pulp, are small lighter-colored areas
composed of lymphoid tissue. These are the corpuscles of
Malpighi (an Italian anatomist of the seventeenth century who
first described them). Each of these areas is pierced near its
center by a small blood vessel. The capsule of the spleen con-
tains smooth muscle; smooth muscle also penetrates its sub-
stance.